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BOND COUNTY MEMORIAL. 

I devote the greater part of this No. of the Radical to the 
Memorial of the people of Bond county, Illinois, to their Le- 
gislature, as promised in my last, which I shail preface by a 
statement of the debts of the several States made last year, 
from which it will be understood that these debts at the pre- 
sent time exceed TWO HUNDRED MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS. ‘The people of Bond county have taken a 
stand on this subject which I have no doubt will soon be ta- 
ken by every other county in the Union similarly affected. 
‘They haye shown that their legislature had no authority to 
contract a debt in the name of the people, and therefore that 
the people are neither morally nor legally bound to pay such 
a debt. ‘They have shown, moreover, that they are unable 
to pay even the interest of the debt, were it a just one; thus, 
I should think, placing an effectual bar against all future le- 
gislative experiments of a similar kind. At the same time 
they propose that the legislature should make a fair dividend 
among the creditors of whatever avails may be realized from 
the improvident expenditures of the borrowed money, which is 
the most the lenders have a right to expect from the people : 
for any deficiency, they must look to those who assumed un- 
lawful power. All this, it will be seen, is in accordance with 
one of the measures proposed in my second No., ‘‘ Non-pay- 
ment of inéerest on State debts, and gradual payment of the 
principal only in cases where the people are evidently deri- 
ving a benefit from the disposal of the borrowed money.” 

A few more such expositions as the Bond county Memorial 
will establish the principle that no legislature has a right to 
contract a debt in the name of the people; for who will lend 
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money while there is even a probability that the people will 
take this stand ° 


New York, 
Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts, 
Maine, - 
Maryland, 
Virginia, - 
South Carolina, 
Ohio, - 
Kentucky, 
illinois, 
Indiana, 
Tennessee, 
Alabama, 
Missouri, 
Mississippi, 
Louisiana, 
Arkansas, 
Michigan, 


DEBTS OF THE SEVERAL STATES. 
From the Report of A. C. Flagg, Comptroller of the State 
of New York. 


G. H. E. 


$18,262,406 


27,306,790 
4,290,000 
004,976 
11,492,980 
6,662,180 
0,703,770 
6,101,000 
7,369,000 
11,600,000 
11,890,000 
7,148,175 
10,800,000 
2,500,000 
7,000,000 
23,735,000 
3,000,000 
5,340,000 





T otal, 


Add, due by the States to United "ed 


The 


170,806,277 


28,101,644 





$198,907,921 


State debts have been incurred for the following objects: 


For Banking, 
For Canals, 
For Rail-raads, 


For ‘Turnpike and 
lor Miscellaneous 


M’Adam Roads, 


objects, - 


$72,640,000 


30,201,551 
48,871,084 
6,619,951 
8,474,684 


STATE BONDS—STATE CREDIT—AND TAXATION. 


‘Hear the People themselves’ speak in their primary assem- 


blies.’ 


’— Washington. 


At a very numerous meeting of the people of Bond Coun- 
ty, held at the Court House in Greenville, on Wednesday, 
the 17th day of Fedruary, 1841, for the purpose of consider- 
ing the subject of State Debts and ‘Taxation— 

James M. Dav Is, Esq., was called upon to preside, and 


Mr. C. LANSING, appointed Secretary. 
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The President gave a lucid exposition of the objects of the 
Meeting, and its importance, and a Committee were appoint- 
ed to prepare a Memorial and Resolutions, who reported the 
following, through their Chairman, W. S. Wait, Esq. 

They were adopted with great enthusiasm and unanimity, 
with seven dissenting voices only. 


ae 


MEMORIAL 


OF THE PEOPLE OF BOND COUNTY, TO THE LEGISLATURE 
OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 


ons 


Your memorialists are informed, that a bill is now before 
the legislative body, the provisions of which are designed to 
impose a new and additional tax upon the people of this 
State. Weare willing, however, to hope that no such attempt 
will be persisted in. ‘lhe report of the committee on finance 
of Feb. 4th, has just reached us, and we cannot refrain from 
expressing our surprise and regret that such a document 
should have been presented to the legislature. 

The natural repugnance to excessive taxation, which is 
inseparable from the love of liberty in the breast of every 
honest American, is termed a prejudice, which the art of le- 
gislation proposes to circumvent by a scheme of indirect taxa- 
tion. A revenue is proposed to be raised in part from li- 
censes to merchants, traders, money brokers, auctioneers, 
lawyers, doctors, and a charge upon commissions and ap- 
pointments, omitting from this list, of course, the offices of 
Supreme and Probate Judges, our whole new standing army 
of life-officers, and aliowing it to fall upon clerks, justices of 
peace, and constables. 

It is supposed that the people cannot understand that a tax 
of fifty dollars on the merchant, will give him a pretext for 
taking a hundred out of our pockets, by an additional profit 
on his goods, or that a tax on the lawyer or doctor will give 
a like pretext for taking an additional ten or twenty dollars 
from their patients or clients. 

We will say no more of this bill which has been offered as 
a sovereign remedy for State bankruptcy, but merely allude 
to the fact, that the healing balm, which is to be so cunningly 
beguiled from the pockets of a simple people, is only to be 
applied to a portion of the great sore, the canal debt of five 
uillions being left to take care of itself. 

The revenue law of 1839 imposes a tax which is a burden 
upon the people that many of us find difficult to meet, while 
the unusual pressure of the times, the limited demand for 
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our produce, and the great decline in prices, render it often 
impracticable to meet our private obligations promptly. 

A report of the Fund Commissioners, the Governor’s mes- 
sage, and other documents entitled to credit, represent the 
State debt at a sum not less than thirteen millions of dollars, 
and the available resources of the State are considered quite 
inadequate to meet the interest on this amount, or upon any 
considerable portion of it. ‘Phis debt has been principally 
incurred in the short space of three years, and should taxa- 
tion be resorted to for the payment of principal or interest, 
the amount would swell to fifteen millions, before such a re- 
sort could prove available, in the usual course of executing 
the laws. 

Should, therefore, any resort to taxation be made in the 
hope of meeting the interest upon this debt, together with 
the ordinary expenses of the State, it must prove ineffectual 
to these purposes, unless the proposed exaction should nett, 
at least. twelve hundred thousand dollars. Nearly the whole 
of this sum must be pare in silver or gold, since it is bound 
to a market where the promises to pay, of our local institu- 
tions, would be of less value th 
ed in creating them. 

Fragments of a calculation have been made on this sub- 
ject in some quarters, with the 


an the paper and ink expend- 


ie weak or wicked purpose of 
deceiving the people, but the id: Fund Commissioner and 
the Governer have done their duty, so far as it might be done, 
by litting the curtain to the true state of hopeless bankrupt- 
cy and ruin to which the finances of the State are reduced. 
Let every refiecting man ask the question" ¢ an we pay 
in silver or gold twelve hundred thousand dollars a year, to 
be raised from our new and scattered population 2’ Could 
it be dug from the mines, or raked from the soil of our prai- 
ries, by our sweat and blood for one year—it is no relief— 
another million must come the next, and another the suc- 
ceeding year, and still another, until our groans under the 
burthen would be feist in the imprecations of a succeeding 
generation, upon the improv idence and foily of their fathers. 
‘The tax paying population of Hlinois, who are almost 
exclusively the heads of fan nae ntay be estimated at less 
than sixty thousand in number. An effective tax for the ob- 
ject alluded to, would reguire the average yearly amount 
from each one of about twenty-five dollars, varying in its 
application from ten and fifteen to some hundred dollars upon 
the individual. Were debts to this amount due altogether 
in the State, from one neighbor to another, and could they be 
paid in ordinary bank paper, it would be considered intolera- 
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ble—but when we reflect that it must be paid almost wholly 
in specie, and taken immediately and wholly out of the State, 
not only for one year, but for countiess years to come—we 
must all see and feel that the attempt to comply with such a 
requisition, would be entirely impracticable and hopele ss. 
Should the debt be acknow ledge d as le; gitimate, and hang in 


judgme nt over our heads, its accumulati ne interest upon in- 


terest, would be sufficient to bankrupt ali succeeding genera- 
tions. 

The Wlinois and Michigan Canal so far as completed, pre- 
sents the only result from the abortive attempt at Internal 
Improvement, from which any practical benefit is expected, 
but four millions of dollars more would be required for its 
completion, and many practical men in such affairs conceive 
that it would even now be expedient to abandon the canal al- 
together and substitute a rail road over the same course, 
both as a matter of present cconomy, aud of permanent 
utility. But the canal cannot go on, nor the railway be sub- 
suttted, for the credit of the State has been pushed to its ut- 
most limit. Needy individuals, public commissioners, and 
private agents, have hawked our bonds, throughout the 
States and in Europe, until bills of credit, purporting to be 
emitted under the authority of the State of Illmois, are be- 
coming as worthless and as little sought for as any of the 
thousand fancy stocks which are tossed by the bulls or hug- 
ged by the bears of Wall street and the Royal Exchange. 

With such a prospect before us, can the Legislature 1 now 
seriously propose to lay an odious and inefficient tax, whether 
direct or engr: which could have no effect but to ex xaspe- 
rate and abuse the people, and bring on the inevitable conse- 
quence of a a bd omeshaen to its provisions, and the utter 
failure of revenue for the ordinary purposes of State govern- 
ment? Or can they, as honest men, continue to emit bills, 
and raise money upon the issue, with the fact staring them in 
the face that their redemptioa is hopeless? 

At this crisis, we are aware that legislative action must 
be ina great measue embarrassed, and that the honest dele- 
gate will look to the people for instruction. Not because ig- 
coum of his duty, but because ata conjuncture so important, 
he feels that his course should be indicated, and the responsi- 
bility of it assumed by the people, in whose behalf he has 
been chosen to legislate. 

The population of Illinois is mainly composed of farmers, 
and under the present circumstances, it may not be consider- 
ed out of place to say, that like every other agricultural peo- 
ple, the farmers of Illinois are ready to pay their honest 
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debts, and are cautious in making engagements which they 
have not both the disposition and the ability to meet. 

With the mass of our people, it is not a lately received 
impression that the debt incurred by the issue of State bonds 
is not a debt which they are legally or constitutionally bound 
to pay. It becomes a solemn duty, therefore, not only to our- 
selves and to posterity, but to our honest creditors, that we 
should be fully satisfied on the subject, before assuming the 
responsibility of any portion of these claims. ‘This course 
would seem more peculiarly the duty of the people of this 
county, since they were among the first to remonstrate against 
the progress of the Internal Improvement system, and to 
predict the ruin that must ensue, were it not immediately 
arrested. 

The constitution of the United States expressly forbids 
the emission of bills of credit by the several States. ‘The 
late Chief Justice Marshall, and Judge Story, have recorded 
their opinions that this prohibition extends to all bills, bonds, 
or written evidences of debt executed by the authorities of any 
State. The meaning, however, is plain enough, and intended 
to be plain, for the government of the people, without the 
comment or sanction of high judicial authority. ‘The diffi- 
culties which beset the country before the adoption of the 
federal constitution, and the danger of reverting to the 
Crown of Great Britain, or of falling into hopeless anarchy, 
was rendered more imminent from the debts of the colonies 
and their prodigal ‘emission of bills of credit, than perhaps 
from any other single cause. The intelligent forecast which 
distinguished the wise men who formed the constitution ren- 
der them thoroughly alive to the dangers which must inevi- 
tably arise from the abuse of this power. 

They placed what they considered an effectual barrier 
against it, with the perfect conviction that the exercise of 
this dangerous power, so oppressive to the people, and so fa- 
tal in its consequences to liberty, should be wholly prohibited 
to the individual States, or the Union could not exist. This 
barrier has been overleaped by a majority of the States; 
but mark the consequence. Pennsylvania, Maryland, Indi- 
ana, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and our own Illinois, 
are in a state of bankruptcy, all borrowing or striving to 
borrow,‘to meet the interest on borrowed money. Other 
States, perhaps not yet so desperate, are following in the 
same train. (Can we have, or could we ask for a more stri- 
king proof of the wisdom of that prohibition, or of the fatal 
consequences that are likely to ensue from disobedience to its 
plain and unequivocal mandates? ‘The power to borrow 
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money, which is forbidden to the States, is given in express 
words to the Congress of the United States. Could there be 
a doubt as to the absolute prohibition intended by the framers 
of the constitution against State debts, it must be removed 
by the eleventh article of the amendments, which says, 
‘The judicial power of the United States shall not extend to 
any suit, prosecuted against one of the United States by citi- 
zens of any other State, or by citizens ar subjects of any fo- 
reign State.” A creditor therefore can have no legal or con- 
stitutional remedy against any State. The constitution 
would never have placed a creditor in this unfortunate posi- 
tion, could a debt have accrued against a State without a 
palpable breach of that instrument. 

All power not granted te the United States by the consti- 
tution is reserved to the several States and to the people. All 
power not granted by the constitution to the State nor to the 
United States is reserved to the people! We have given no 
power to the State Legislature to borrow money, they have 
no authority to pledge our honor and our credit in the execu- 
tion of bonds, or in the emission of bills of credit of any de- 
scription. Any attempt to exact more than is required by 
the ordinary and indispensible expenditures of the State go- 
vernment, from the pockets of the people, is a manifest as- 
sumption that cannot be defended by any reasonable con- 
struction of the constitution of the State, while it is impers- 
tively forbidden by the federal constitution. We are brought 
to the conclusion, therefore, which no ingenuity can eluce, 
that no fair construction of the State constitution will we r- 
rant the creation of such a debt; that the constitution of 
the United States expressly prohibits the act, and that we 
could not assume the payment of it without sanctioning and 
consummating a flagrant and dangerous violation of that ve- 
nerated instrument, which has been sealed with the blood of 
our fathers, and is the only palladium of American freedom. 

We might safely stop here, and rest securely under the 
broad shield of a constitution. We do rely upon it, as a per- 
fect and wholly impregnable defence. But at the same time 
it should be remarked, in justice to the people of Llinois, 
that the mass of them were wholly unacquainted with the 
origin and progress of the scheme for Internal Improvement, 
and with the fearful debts contracted in the reckless attempts 
to cagry it into execution. The Legislature acted in their 
name but without their knowledge or authority! The dele- 
gates to that body were elected for performing the ordinary 
duties of legislation, with no expectation or suspicion on the 
part of the “people, that any enterprize of this extraordinary 
description would be attempted. ‘The legislative proceed- 
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ings of this State have not been promptly reported nor exten- 
sively circulated among the people, nor has there been at any 
period hitherto, nor is there at this time, a sufficient effort made 
on the part of the Legislature, to keep the people instructed re- 
lative to their doings. With regard to the finances of the State 
we have been kept in almost total ignorance, and our most in- 
telligent citizens have been unable to procure accurate informa- 
tion on this subject, but are left to guess at their condition by 
such facts as may be accidentally obtained from indirect sources. 
This unpardonable negligence on the part of the Legislature, 
the scattered situation of our people, spread over an area of 
more than fifty thousand square miles, and the scarcity, not to 
say dearth of public newspapers in nearly every county of the 
State, has rendered it impossible for a correct knowledge of 
legislative doings to reach the ears of the people. The few 
who understood in some degree the magnitude of the scheme, 
could entertain no presentiment of the wild and impractica- 
ble plan that would be adopted in its execution. Every judi- 
cious consideration having been sacrificed to sectional jealou- 
sies, or to local cupidity, an amount of money has been wick- 
edly squandered at a total loss tothe public, which would have 
been more than sufficient to have completed the Illinois and 
Michigan canal, and erected a permanent railway through 
the whole length or breadth of the State. But the great 
body of the people of this State, we may safely say nine 
tenths of its population, were unacquainted with the charac- 
ter of this scheme, were never consulted before or since its 
adoption, have never seen the law which created it, and are 
to this day wholly unacquainted with its provisions, unless 
by hearsay. Need we say more to show that every conside- 
ration of equity and common justice would save the people 
from this responsibility, were they not already protected by 
the constitution. 

The people of many other States,whase faith and credit have 
been thus rendered cheap by inconsiderate legislation, may 
plead the unauthorized action of their respective legislative 
bodies, perhaps with no less justice than ourselves, but few, 
if any, have been so unfortunate as to see the ill judged en- 
terprize of their law-givers terminate in so total and hope- 
less a loss. Should any wreck however be left behind, we 
ask not to be its receivers ; let it be refunded in due propor- 
tion to the unlucky speculators in State bonds, or to the still 
more unlucky individuals who have invested at their recom- 
mendation, in securities so doubtful. 

Where these bands rest in the hands of stock brokers, or 
of large speculators in stocks, our sympathy is not expected 
nor desired ; but where investments have been made for per- 
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manent support by persons in moderate circumstances, if any 
such cases exist, we sincerely regret their misfortune. But 
we have authorized no such emission, it is not the act of the 
people of Illinois, and whatever consequences imay ensue to 
corporations or to individuals, we can be in no wise responsi- 
ble, even had we the ability to restore credit to the spurious 
emission. 

A free people, however, can view with no favor this system 
of fund holding, by which a class of idlers and drones are 
supported at the expense of the working portion of society. 
Millions of our fellow beings upon the old Continent are 
ground down into the dust by its operation there, and we 
can do no better service to the cause of freedom and humani- 
ty, than to assist in arresting its fearful encroachments here. 
At all events, we are not ready to become its victims now, 
and we shall make at least one struggle to save our children 
from its iron grasp. 

From this view of our situation it will be evident, 

First, That we should be wholly unable to pay the State 
debt, so called, did we attempt it. 

Second, That did we assume it for our children, it would 
bankrupt them. 

Third, That the constitution pronounces the contract void ; 
and by assuming such debts or any part of them, we not only 
give our sanction to a flagrant and dangerous breach of the 
constitution, but become voluntary accessaries to the act. 

Fourth, That justice, and every consideration of moral 
equity, forbid the assumption of such a debt. 

THEREFORE RESOLVED, That it is our respectful request, 
to the Legislature of Illinois, 

First, That they authorize the issuing or emission of no 
more State bonds of any description or for any purpose what- 
ever, considering any such emission at this time, under the 
known prospects of ultimate redemption, disgraceful to the 
people of Illinois, and a gross fraud upon public credulity. 

Second, That immediate measures be taken to dispose of 
whatever funds or property may now remain at the command 
of the State, or in the hands of its agents, which have ac- 
crued from any loans that have been effected, and make 
from their proceeds, the fairest dividend practicable to the 
holders of State bonds, and all other honest creditors, not 
forgetting that class of claimants who may not speak for 
themselves, OUR CHILDREN, who have been robbed of the 
means of an education so munificently furnished by congress 
in the school fund, which has been seized with profane hands, 
and swallowed up in the common ruin. 

Third, That the disbursements of the treasury be strictly 
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limited to defraying the expenses of the State government, 
and that not one dollar of the people’s money, or of the peo- 
ple’s credit, be given to any other use, or for any purpose not 
warranted by the constitution of the State and of the U. States. 

Fourth, That a thorough examination be made into the 
State expenditures, lopping off such as are not indispensable, 
reducing others, and making the whole comport with the ex- 
igency of the times, and with that strict economy which 
should become the agents of a frugal people. 

Resolved, That we see at this time, no sufficient reason for 
an increase in taxation. ‘The present revenue bill, moderate- 
ly and judiciously carried into execution, although odious and 
complex in its details, is more than sufficient for the proper 
expenses incident to the constitutional administration of the 
State government. 

Resolved, That while we shall at all times be ready to meet 
our appropriate share of the expenses of the State govern- 
ment, constitutionally administered, vet at this crisis, we feel 
it a solemn duty that we owe to our country and its free in- 
stitutions, to the memory of our fathers, to ourselves, and to 
posterity, to declare, that now, and in all after times, any and 
every legislative act to impose a tax not clearly warranted 
by the letter and spirit of the constitution, will be accounted 
by us, a dead letter. We declare this under the conviction, 
that in these days of increasing corruption, it 1s equally the 
duty of an American citizen to obey the just law, and to re- 
sist the unjust. At the same time declaring our readiness in 
all questions of this grave description, to submit quietly and 
cheerfully to the decision of the majority of the people, when 
fairly expressed. 

Resolved, 'That in communicating our views to the dele- 
gates intrusted with the important business of legislation, 
we have endeavored to do it, fully and freely, but with all 
the respect which 1s justly due to the accredited public agents 
of a free people. We beg however to be plainly understood, 
as not prepared for any increase of public burthens, either 
now or hereafter. Excessive taxation is the indelible badge of 
servitude, and the people who submit to it are already slaves. 

Wituiam 8S. Wait, ) 

BenJ. ALLEN, 

JAMEs S. McCorp, 

ANDREW Moopy, > Committee. 

Rosert KEyYEs, 

JAMES SMITH, 

S. N. McApow. 
JAMES M. DAVIS. Pres’t. 





C. LANSING, Sec’y. 
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P. S. The citizens of Montgomery county, Illinois, have 
also had a meeting, at Hillsboro, and taken the same stand 
as the men of Bond county. 





SOMETHING FOR THOSE WHO THINK. 

[Under this head the New York Trumpet (a new daily pa- 
per) has the following remarks on society as itis. The wri- 
ter has evidently come to the conclusion, with many others 
of enlightened mind, that it is time to revolutionize the pre- 
sent social system. 

Who that looked upon the light of yesterday did not feel 
this to be a beautiful world? Nature, waking from sleep 
opened her eyes and smiled—the earth looked fair and glori- 


ous—the skies were bright, the air soft and balmy ; in short, 


it was a beautiful day. 

This world is not so bad, and on the whole, may be consi- 
dered, even now, in its immature development, as posses- 
sing, to a remarkable degree, the facilities for human happi- 
ness, and being, with all its imperfections, a clever creation. 
There is in its natural productions the material for the first 
constituent of happiness, general riches. ‘There is enough 
to support in comfort, and even luxury, every human being, 
were it economically used. No facility for physical enjoy- 
ment or mental cultivation need be wanting. 

There is no necessity therefore for dishonesty. Honor, 
truth, and justice might be the great active principles of hu- 
man society, instead of being as now, the exceptions, to men’s 
general selfishness and dishonesty. 

There might be the most unbounded freedom of action— 
for men acting justly, could not restrict the rights of others. 
Liberty, in its highest sense, would be the foundation of nran’s 
dignity and happiness. 

The millions destroyed, wasted, and spent in the horrors 
of war and bloodshed, would be saved for the promotion of 
the means of happiness, the cultivation of the useful arts, 
and the refined luxuries of existence. Had the capital ex- 
pended for the last hundred years by the human race been 
used in agriculture and useful manufactures, in building ships, 
railroads, harbors, etc.—had the millions of men employed 
in shooting each other, been engaged with the same zeal, and 
directed by the same science, in increasing the wealth and 
happiness of mankind, this whole earth would have been one 
garden of beauty and fertility, and the whole human race been 
surrounded by comfort and luxury. 

This earth, with its variable climate and all its imperfec- 
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tions, might still be made a paradise if mankind would join 
together, with unity of feeling and action to make it so. 

The present civilization is evil—almost wholly evil. It 
produces little good, and fills the inevitable good with evil. 
Society needs remodelling. It is evidently in its infancy, and 
does not exist as the Almighty intended it should. Man has 
not discovered his destiny, He is living on in degradation. 

The present constitution of society produces indigence in 
the vast mass of human beings, with all its inconveniences, 
cares, anxieties, troubles, and in many absolute want and 
starvation. In the most fertile countries in the world, which 
might be like the garden of the Lord for beauty and happi- 
ness, millions have perished from hunger, and millions more 
by the horrible diseases that are produced by want and ex- 
posure. 

The constitution of society produces universal selfishness 
and universal fraud. Men, instead of working together for 
the common good, and promoting at the same time the wel- 
fare of society and their own happiness, are engaged in the 
most active exertions to cheat and defraud each other; and 
this great city exhibitsa great combination, extending through 
every grade of society, to wring wealth, by fraud and extor- 
tion, from the hand of Jabor. 

Oppression isa feature as striking as fraud. lt exists in 
every society. In despotisms it has a centre, and from that 
radiates to the lowest, as it overtops the highest. Combined 
monopolies are the tyrannies of a republic, and not less de- 
plorable than the usurpations of despotism. Men combine 
together for purposes of oppressive fraud, and, by misrepre- 
sentations or worse, procure the passage of jaws for their 
protection, and thus the oak of society is riven by wedges cut 
from its own branches. ‘These combined despotisms—these 
oppressive monopolies—are overshadowing the world, ab- 
sorbing its wealth, crippling its industry, and gradually get- 
ting possession of the land and houses, and fast making labor 
tributary, and reducing mankind to worse than feudal bond- 
age. 

War and bloodshed will last as long as the passions and 
energies of individuals and nations are misdirected. The 
British government is now a great joint stock monopoly, and 
its conquests and operations are carried on upon the same prin- 
ciple of financial policy as govern any company of specula- 
tors and sharpers in Wall street. 

Disease and premature death, vice and degradation, crime 
and its punishment, prostitution, infanticide, and social mi- 
sery fill up this horrid picture. And the human race, which 
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might live upon the earth in the enjoyment of unbounded 
happiness, is, by a false civilization, and a social system not 
adapted to man’s nature, the prey of universal selfishness 
and universal duplicity. 


Remedy this if ye can, philanthropists! Show man his des- 
tiny, instruct him in the true philosophy of his being, and 
bring order out of this confusion, beauty out of this chaos, 
and happiness out of this appalling misery. 

niepoliiliniat 4 
THE LANDS. 

The following article is by a correspondent of the New 
York Evening Post. The reader will be struck with the 
coincidence between the views of this article and those of the 
Radical. The Post in publishing the article is cautious not 
to take any responsibility for it, but the day is not distant 


when every paper pretending to democracy will gladly take 
the responsibility of such sentiments. 


A Few Suecrstrions.—Inasmuch as there is a great diversity of opi- 
nion, regarding the final distribution of the * public domain,’ and inas- 
much as that domain is the people’s property, who have an interest in our 
government—its affairs and its possessions—not graduated by the length 
of their purses, it may not be i improper for one of the people to suggest that 
the public lands all continue to remain in the hands of the General Go- 
vernment, until they have all gradually passed into the possession of in- 
dividual owners. 

Very much depends on the natire and extent of this individual owner- 
ship; and as this matter should be regulated by the enlarged spirit of li- 
berty and equality, justice and mercy, which are supposed 4 Ao characterize 
this people and their government, it may safely and with confidence be 
suggested that the price demanded for lands be reduced within such limits 
as will place them within the reach of all, however poor; and that the 
quantity conveyed to any one individual be so restricted as to prevent any 
injurious monopoly. 

A reduction in the price of government lands may embarrass the pub- 
lic treasury, but it is worthy of consideration whether direct taxation (if 
it shall be necessary to resort to it,) is not a better way to replenish it than 
the one we now pursue, of raising money from the sale of lands. The - 
price at which they are now sold, though jit enables moneyed men to pur- 
chase largely with the prospect of splendid profits, and thus directly en- 
courages speculation and monopoly, gives no home to the very large and 

rapidly increasing portion of the community, who are obliged to devote all 
of their time and all of their resources to obtain a present livelihood. 

Let the importance of making these men freeholders be understood and 
felt, and every difficuly will vanish, and an economical government will 
be supported by a generous people. With our present “supply of lands 
there is no earthly | reason why so many sons of revolutionary patriots 
should be reduc ed to the necessity of doing menial service for the pittance 
which their aristocratic masters see fit to allow them. It is replied that 
ob honesty, industry, and economy will make men independent as things 
now are, and that government can do nothing for the man who wants 
these.” The latter part of this answer is utterly false. 'The pernicious 
legislation of England has beggared a great portion of her population: we 
may, or may not; do the same to ours. IJtis the part of a good govern- 
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ment to encourage enterprise and industry, by furnishing a field for their 
exercise, with suitable inducements. Some governments cannot now do 
this; ourscan. ‘Tell the poor men of our cities and villages that they 
have ‘a farm at the west ;” and their thoughtful countenances, their quick- 
ened pace will furnish the evidence, that they have already resolved to 
possess it. Who shall say to how many this announcement would be a re- 
prieve from beggary and want? ‘ He who possesses property,” says @ 
very distinguished traveller, ‘‘ whether he can read and write or not, has 
an educated mind ; he has forethought, caution and reflection guiding every 
action.” 

All experience proves that the squalid population of our large towns are 
proof, in a great measure, both against the influences of education and 
religion. ‘The frgeholder ever has been and ever must be our country’s 
dependence. ‘Then let us make more freeholders. 

Let the price of land be so reduced that it may be safely realized a few 
if needs be, after the settler has entered on its possession. It is to 

e hoped that no democrat would object to such an application of the ‘‘cre- 
dit system.”” When the enterprising settler should pay his twenty-five 
or fifty dollars for a lot of land, it might properly be regarded as a gratui- 
ty, his father’s sword having made good his title some sixty years ago. 
Let men cry peace if they will, but a monopoly of land, unless vigorous 
measures prevent it, will be the ruin of this country. 

The pride of wealth, the peculiar opportunities of increasing it, matri- 
monial alliances and the like, will rather augment than diminish great 
estates. It may safely be presumed that more large fortunes will be ac- 
cumulated than scattered. Our government can rightly exercise no con- 
trol over this matter, further than the public lands are concerned. Indis- 
posing of them let it do justice, resolutely and firmly, and restrict each 
and every individual to one eighty acre lot of land, and to prevent it from 
monopoly in future, let every person who is already in possession of land, 
be disqualified from acquiring at any time and in any way, a title to any 
lands that belong to the government at the time this proposition shall be- 
come alaw. Many will laugh at this suggestion who nevertheless think 
that there is nothing very wrong nor ridiculous in the English system. 

But some enterprising men want more than eighty acres, it is said. No 
man wants two lots more than his neighbor wants one lot. The supply is 
limited, and we are not at liberty to neglect the claims of those who come 
after us. A better state of cultivation, and better profits, will rather be 
the result of the measure. We depend upon the soil for the comforts and 
conveniences of life, and of course for life itself. ‘The man who has no 
spot that he cancall his ownis not hisown master. It matters but little 

‘ whether we submit to the arbitrary rule of a monarch, or a landlord. 

When the people have decided what shall be done with the public lands, 
they have decided the cause of democratic liberty throughout the world. 
It must soon be known whether a landed aristocracy, or a frugal, honest, 
industrious people shall govern this country. If liberty is to be not a 
‘‘name,”’ but an ‘ attainment,” if it is not asweet sound to lull men to the 
sleep of moral death; let us see to it, that we secure it in a substantial 
form. If despotism be not a bugbear, which political fanatics have con- 
jured up to frighten the weak and credulous, but if its fell spirit has perva- 
ded society and poisoned every cup of bliss which God has prepared for 
man, let us beware lest we ourselves become its victims. An editor, who 
will not be suspected of exaggeration, says, that ‘not less than three or 
four millions of people in the United States, are at this moment in cir- 
cumstances of comparative extreme destitution,” and that ‘“‘the aggregate 
of human suffering from absolute want is frightful.” If the people of the 
United States will not now arrest speculation in public lands, and reserve 
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them for actual settlers, under proper regulations, this state of things will 


become rapidly worse, every vision of wretchedness will be more than re- 
alized. 


Princely magnificence, and princely vice too, its invariable attendant, 
will stalk through our streets, and wafider up and down through the land, 
commanding servile homage from the half starved and half naked thou- 
sands, whose birthright, the public domain, has been sold by us, their un- 
feeling progenitors, for less than a mess of pottage. Let the truth, and the 
whole truth, on this and kindred subjects, be proclaimed; then will error, 
inseeking a biding place, find its grave. 

Canandaigua, March 18. VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. 


—~— 
THE ACTING PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Tyler, the Vice President, has assumed the duties of 
President of the United States, as provided for by the consti- 
tution, and appears by his Inaugural to consider himself Pre- 
sident for the remainder of the term, though there are strong 
doubts whether this was intended by the framers of the con- 
stitution. His Inaugural is superior as a composition to that 
of his predecessor, but is little more satisfactory in other re- 
spects, leaving us in the dark, as it does, as to his course on 
the absorbing political questions of the day. He has already 
violated his pledge andprinciples in relation to the removal and 
appointment of office holders, appointing to office even a noto- 
rious pipe-layer, and removing estimable and worthy men for 
political reasons ; thus affording an additional argument in fa- 
vor of abolishing or greatly restricting the appointing power, 
and making all necessary ofiice holders, such as Post Mas- 
ters, elective by the people. An office holder has the same 
rights as a private citizen, and the President has no right 
to remove one for the exercise of any of those rights ; but 
the mistake is in giving the power of removal. It is, no 
doubt, an evil to have a set of official brawlers at the-polls, 
but the remedy is to do away with the unnecessary ones, such 
as custom house officers, and make the rest dependent on the 
people for their offices. From Mr. Tyler’s course on this 
subject, his other pledges and promises are of little conse- 
quence, and we must look to his acts. He has. begun by an 
official recommendation of a general fas, a thing “which he 
had no kind of right to do in his official capacity. He should 
have read Enos T. Throop’s opinions on this subject, when 
called upon to do the same thing as Governor of New York. 

G. H. E. 
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I have an order from a liberal friend to present 50 copies 
of Stewart’s “Moral State of Nations,” to the publishers of 
the Boston Investigator, which shall shortly be delivered to 
their New York agent. - @ H. E 
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THE “ DEMOCRATIC » COMMITTEES. 


In my last, | published a statement of the amounts owing to me by the 
various “* Democratic’? committees pf New York for work done over five 
‘ years ago. I shall now commence the publication of the names of the 
Be, members of these committees, as promised. If it would not occupy 
2 es too much space in this sheet, I should publish the whole at once: 

cae I shall probably, if the necessity continues, issue a cover to the Radical 
for the purpose. The following are the names of the Young Men’s 
hat General Committee, whose bill was $75,06, $3 of which was recently 
te paid on account by Mr. Peter Esquirol, who has endeavored to have jus- 
| tice done in the premises. 


PHILIP E. MILLEDOLLER, (of the Fifth Ward,) Chairman. 
haat DELEGATES. . 
bl First Ward, Robert Smith, Jacob 'T. Kent, Charles B, Moore, Henry B. 
Walker, John 8S. Magnus. 2d, Abraham H. Van Wyck, John W. Hyatt, S. 
Townsend Lawrence, Abraham R. Van Ness, Alfred S. Frasier. 3d, Philip S. 
Crooke, Henry E. Riell, William Wyckoff, Stephen Paret, Isaac Townsend. 
Byes 4th, William Froment, J. G. Seaver, Cornelius H. Bryson, George Anderson, 
Piag George 8S. Mann. Sth, Philip E. Milledoller, Joseph H. Ray, Anthony J. 
BB: Bleecker, Abraham D. Wilson, Marinus H. Vandike. 6th, Abraham Lefoy, 
ted John A. Morrill, Edward Logue, James A. Brady, John McKinley. 7th, Will- 
Ri iam Rockwell, Alfred A. Smith, John J. Bedient, John W. Hill, Charles Grif. 
fin. 8th, John C. Minturn, Leonard Lee, George W. McPherson, James Mc- 
Hie, © Kown, George E. Richard. 9th, Gilbert B. Hall, Thomas Loyd, William H. 
iP e Hunter, James McMillen, John N. Tooker. 10th, Charles Taylor, Lawrence 
Be x P. Jordan, Charles B. Tappan, Joseph Isaacs, David M.Cowdry. 11th, E. 
ie Wheaton, Paschal Bertine, Gardner Fickett, Francis B. Fimch, Charles F. 
eS Linebeck. 12th, Dr. Wm. Vanderhoof, Jefferson Brown, William J. Roome, 
a Daniel Tiernan, Isaac C. Hebbard. 13th, Peter Esquirol, John W. Wheeler, 
Pai Royal Hewins, James Quin, Rowland H. Timpson. 14th, William W. Sum. 
ag mers, William J. Brown, Thomas Dolan, John Crygier, J. A. M. Gardiner. 
15th, E. G. Sweet, H. S. Meeks, J. Cady, C. Cross, N. Darling. 
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FOR SALE—A House and a- ORIN BROOKS respectfully in- 
» bout fifteen acres of land. situated in forms his friends and the public, that his 

=f) Graaville, township of Middletown,| BOOT AND SHOE establishment is now at 

et eS. Monmouth co., N. J., in view of the| 138 Fulton street, where all orders will be 

ty Ged Raritan Bay, and about half a mile from the| thankfully received particularly for his Cork 

nae} | shore, on Waycake Creek, near Evans's Print-| Sole and Dress Boots. He has on band a large 
ed 












ing establishment. The house is new, 1 1-2) assortment of Cork Sole, Dress, and Half Boots, 
story, with 5 rooms on the first floor, and on|do. Common Boots; High, Dress, and Leather 
the premises is a good Apple Orchard and other| Over Shoes, Dancing Pumps, Slippers, India 
fruit trees. The property would be desirabie| Rubber Over Shoes, do. Patents, gentlemen’s 
‘oo to a mechanic engaged in the manufacture of} Mocasins, Buckskin Socks, Ladies Over Shoes, 
BRS 12 articles easy of transportation, for the New| do. Mocasins, India Rubber, velvet and fur 

: York market. (m20 11) JOHN JOHNSON. | top; Ladies’ Slippers ; Ladies’ Buskins, seal 
cy and morocco; Ladies’ Boots, seal; Misses’ and 
i Children’s Shoes of various kinds, Boys’ Shoes. 

























0 PRINTERS & PUBLISH- m tf 
a ERS.—The subscribers having comple- 
ay t+ ted their arrangements for manufacturing} Tue Rapica is published by Greorce H. 





Printing Types, are now prepared to execute; Evans, Granville, Middletown, N. J., to 
orders for any article in their line, with accu-| whom all communications must be address— 
racy and dispatch. Specimens of their Type! ed, postage free. Price 50 cents for 12 num- 
can be had by applying at the foundry, No.29| bers. Post Masters authorized to act as a 
Aun street, to which they would respectfully} gents. Sold in New York by John Windt, 
direct the attention of the Printers to call, re-| 152 Chambers st.; John Morrison, c. Chat- 
ceive, aud examine, and which they trust can-} ham and Roosevelt sis.; James A, Pyne, 127 
not fail to elicittheir approbation. Oneofthe} Cherry st; Warden Hayward, 89 Division 
firm being an expesienced letter cutter they are| st.; Elton, 18 Division, 104 Nassau, and at 
enabled, at short notice, to execute any unusu Axford’s News Office, Bowery. 

al character that may be ordered, and originate| Advertisements of useful matiers will be 
inauy new and ornameutal desigus not before | inserted, (not to exceed two pages.) if paid for 
attempted. in quality, liberality, and puuctu-|im advance at the rate of 5 cents a line for each 
alily, not willing to be outdone, they respect-|insertion. The number of lines can be caicu- 
fully invite a call, lated by counting the words and comparing 

ap tf BRUCE & RIGGS. | them with the printed advertisements. 





































